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CAESAR CHAVEZ:  “COMMUNITY WISDOM” 

 
“Community wisdom”.  These words evoke a meaning in my head that may be different 
from the way other people envision it.  From the basic education I have received, as well 
as from my association within my own community, I have to interpret this phrase a little 
differently.  To me, it basically means “street smarts”.  
 
There is a lot to be learned through interaction with your community.  What you learn 
will depend on what you pay attention to, and how much you pay attention to it.  While 
some people learn from their own environment and dealing with issues head on, others 
learn just from formal education.  Some people just use both.  Personally, I am one of 
those individuals who have used both.  I have fallen into the stupidity and grasp of others 
who were up to no good, but have also avoided much of it by following the positive 
example of my older neighborhood comrades. 
 
Ironically the easiest part has become very difficult.  I had to learn how to use my street 
smarts to help others.  I have used these street skills to help younger family members and 
friends.  I have done this by stressing how important education is from a young age.  
They’ve all seen what I have been through, and I have made sure that they have no desire 
to end up in the same situations.  Staying busy is a big part of it.  When the mind is 
unoccupied, it searches for anything to occupy it.  Sometimes it’s occupied in a good 
way, but where I come from, it usually isn’t. 
 
Lack of activities or meaningful inner-city programs to keep our attention is a big part of 
the negative behavior exhibited by youth.  Not just the things already offered, but the 
things we are actually interested in.  As a kid I loved to play sports but couldn’t afford to 
play every year.  Being bored and financially incapable of playing organized sports led 
me to participate in negative, detrimental “hood” activities.  I have lost a lot of friends to 
jail and death, who would still be here if we just had something positive to occupy our 
time and minds.  If changes were made and programs created in the communities that 
occupied young peoples’ minds, it would be a huge step in changing the negative 
behavior and the way we think.   

 
It starts with the youth.  Once one generation begins occupying their minds in a positive 
manner it will be passed on to the next generation.  This will help families break the cycle 
of losing kids to gang violence and jail.  This positive change should also help bring  
more fathers back into households.  These changes and improvements are needed for our 
communities.   
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CESAR’S SACRAFICE 

 
There are many ways we can continue the work that Cesar Chavez committed his life to.   
 
I think one way we can continue the work that Cesar Chavez committed his life to is by  
 
treating people with dignity.  We treat people with dignity by giving them respect and by  
 
not judging them because of who they are and their economic situation.  We can also  
 
continue his work by educating ourselves and encouraging our youths to seek out more  
 
formal education.  Now that we have the opportunity to get a quality education, we need  
 
to take advantage of it.  At one point in time education was only for the wealthy or those  
 
with enough money to continue school without having to drop out to take care of their  
 
siblings.  More importantly, if we get the opportunity to go to college, we should do so;  
 
because if Cesar had the chance, I’m sure he would have gone.  Another way we can  
 
appreciate and benefit from Cesar’s sacrifice is by having taking pride in our heritage and  
 
community, and being proud of who we are and where we came from.  We should always  
 
accept our people and race.  For example, I am Mexican and am proud of it.  I do also  
 
accept other races heritages’ and cultures.  Cesar taught us to fight without violence and  
 
force.  His sacrifice paved the way for our grandfathers, fathers and us to have better  
 
lives. 
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Office of Gloria Molina 
LA County Supervisor - 1st District. 
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“LA CAUSA” 

 
Cesar Estrada Chavez (March 31, 1927 – April 1993) was born near the city of Yuma in 
San Luis, Arizona.  He was a farm worker who got tired of the working conditions and  
low wages he and his fellow migrant co-workers were being subject to.  They only made  
two dollars a day for their labor.  More dangerously, they had to work around harmful  
pesticides.  After getting fed up with the mistreatment, he organized the farm workers and  
went on a strike against the farm owners.   
 
Having been successful with the strike, he and his co-workers formed the first farm 
workers union.  It was called the National Farm Workers Association.  He was the 
union’s first President.  The NFWA held walk-outs, sit-ins and formal strikes to fight for 
“La Causa” (The Cause).  Soon, they started to recruit workers from outside farms.  They 
would ban together and yell, “Si Se Puede” (Yes we can!).   
 
Spreading the word of the strikes from state to state, they joined each other and held a  
large march to the White House in Washington, D.C.  They wanted to demonstrate that  
they would fight, strike and go the extra mile until their demands were met.  They fought,  
protested and suffered for many years.  Finally in 1978 the Federal government gave in to  
some of their civil rights demands.  These achievements were enough for the union to  
stop striking. Their wages got better, as well as working conditions.   
 
Cesar Chavez’ persistence and efforts impacted the lives and lifestyles of many local 
Chicano, farmers and migrant workers.  He proved to the big companies that they 
couldn’t just do whatever they wanted to do to the little man; no matter if they were 
illegal immigrants or not.  Cesar Chavez had eight children and thirty-two grandchildren.  
He died peacefully in his sleep at the age of 66.  He donated all his earnings from his 
final year of work to the NFWA. 
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THE LIFE OF CAESAR CHAVEZ 

 
Caesar Chavez was born on March 31, 1927.  He was a union leader and labor organizer.   
 
He dedicated his life to improving the treatment, pay and working conditions for migrant  
 
farm workers.  In 1962 Caesar Chavez founded the National Farm Workers Association.   
 
It later became the United Farm Workers (UFW).  In 1965, farm workers walked off the  
 
fields that they worked in.  They knew that it would affect their family lives, financially  
 
well-being, and mental stability.  However, they believed in their cause and did it.  The  
 
strikers struck to bring attention to the need for better working conditions.  This was the  
 
true beginning of the famous Delano Grape Strike.  Caesar Chavez facilitated and led this  
 
big strike.  Caesar Chavez was willing to sacrifice his own life to bring attention to the  
 
bad conditions so that the government could become aware and pass laws to help the  
 
migrant workers community.  This attention led to the workers organizing and  
 
establishing a collective bargaining agreement with the farm owners. 
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HOW CAN “WE” CONTINUE THE WORK? 

 
How can we continue the work that Cesar Chavez committed his life to?  You know 
how?  By continuing to fight for what’s right for all people who do not have a voice or 
helping hand. 
 
Cesar Chavez wasn’t the only person who fought for the rights of field workers.  Migrant 
farmers themselves who were tired of being mistreated by the farm owners fought as 
well.  Not only was Cesar Chavez a good person, but he was a great leader and motivator 
who believed that he and the people could win their rights by telling the truth as opposed 
to being violent. 
 
Cesar Chavez probably would have not gained the notoriety he did had it not been for the 
masses he inspired to join him in the struggle.  The reason people joined Cesar was 
because he had a goal.  He was reaching for something that not only benefited him, but 
the people who were just like him.  If it wasn’t for Mr. Chavez, migrant workers would 
probably still be working for pennies and being mistreated.  Also, their children would 
not have had the opportunity to better themselves and their families due to their poverty 
level.  
 
Cesar Chavez didn’t believe in violence because violence wasn’t going to help the farm 
workers reach their goals.  Instead, any acts of violence would have put all of them in jail.  
If all the farm workers were put in jail, their complaints would have not been heard and 
their problems not come to light. 
 
By using Cesar Chavez’ ways of non-violence, and by appreciating all the things he did, 
gave the migrant workers the courage to continue his work.  What I mean by the things is 
“rights”.  For example, he helped the workers with getting some education, higher wages 
and more equal rights.  He inspired his people to become better citizens in life and to 
become stronger.   
 
Cesar Chavez was a warrior who will always remembered.  He will always remain in our 
hearts and minds. 
 
 
Assistance provided by Martha Molina 
Office of Gloria Molina 
LA County Supervisor - 1st District. 
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